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nary for diocesan priests up and running.

The finishing touches are now being
put to the Morley premises which will
be the only one of its kind Australia’s part
of the southern hemisphere.

After an experimental period Arch-
bishop Hickey has given 21 seminarians
of the Neo-Catechumenal Way the use of
the Morley premises once the private
hospital of the late Eileen Lalor, and he
will proclaim the Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary at a Cathedral
Mass on August 15.

The unique Perth venture joins 24
other similar seminaries catering world-
wide for 850 seminarians, with a further
1500 in training to start priesthood stud-
ies.

The international group will study at
Notre Dame University alongside St
Charles’ seminarians and share other
courses with the group from Guildford
where the Neo-Catechumenate students
have conducted their classes since Feb-
ruary last year.

The candidates will follow the normal
diocesan process of studies, candidacy
and pastoral placement in parishes lead-
ing up to ordination as priests for the
Archdiocese of Perth, and having local
assignments for the first two years.

At that juncture the archbishop may
accede to their request to work with the
Neo-Catechumenal Way in other
dechristianised areas of the world, while
still canonically attached to his Perth
jurisdiction.

With the current students ranging from
Zambia, India, Ireland, Singapore, Peru,
Costa Rica, Philippines, Venezuela, Italy
and Australia, the West Australian oper-
ation becomes what the local supervisor
Marist Father Michael Moore calls “the
gateway to Asia”,with the nearest semi-
nary neighbours being in India, Japan
and the Philippines.

English language studies are provided
and Italian is used as an alternative form
of communication.

Half of the candidates are in their first
year, the remainder in second year and
all will have spent two or more years
with Neo-Catechumenate families, dis-
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cerning their vocation with the help of
local priests.

Father Moore said Perth was chosen
for the seminary because of the interest
expressed by Archbishop Hickey in ini-
tial Australian approaches.

The Redemptoris Mater seminary is
self supporting and depends on benefac-
tors for its operations, including the reno-
vation of the Morley residence.

Archbishop Hickey has pointed out
that the archdiocesan commitments to
the re-establishment of St Charles’ pre-

clude financial help to the second semi-
nary.

He said also that there will be no com-
petition for vocations since candidates
for Redemptoris Mater can come only
via the Neo-Catechumenate Way.

Archbishop Hickey last week detailed
his two visits to the Rome seminary
founded in 1987 from which 63 priests
are now working in Rome and other Ital-
ian dioceses, with 120 seminarians in
training.

He also visited this year the 72 strong

Pelle of Pénh, Daniel Charma of

Newark seminary that numbers Gerry
Prindiville of Perth in its ranks - from
which Archbishop McCarrick recently
ordained the first seven Neo-Catechume-
nate priests along with 11 from the dioce-
san seminary that has 90 students.

Advice has also been received from
Cardinal Hume who has a Redemptoris
Mater seminary with 24 students in his
Westminster diocese and whose dioce-
san seminary rector is positive about
dealings his seminary has had with Neo-
Catechumenate students in residence.

‘My way of growing in faith’

Neo-Catechumenate is “my personal way of
I growing in faith,” says the director of the new
Morley seminary.

A Marist priest for the past 14 years, Father Michael
Moore, originally from NSW, worked in schools and
parishes until deciding in Melbourne some 10 years
ago that this new style of evangelism was what he
wanted to do.

Like many other religious and diocesan priests
around the world he has been released to the move-
ment that targets the dechristianised sectors of society.

By concentrating initially on Catholics who have
drifted from the Church, Fr Moore says, a door is
opened not only for their return but for the unbaptised
as well.

Perth got its first experience of the movement when
Dominican Father Kevin Condon invited a community
to form at Doubleview some nine years ago.

Father Aldous repeated the invitation the following
year at Mirrabooka where there are now five commu-
nities, and another forming in his present parish of
Innaloo. Other communities are at Highgate and
Waroona.

The movement traces its roots back to Bishop Mor-
cillo of Madrid and its establishment in a poor parish
there in 1964. It is now a Vatican responsibility of
Bishop Cordes, the vice president of the Council for the
Laity, and to whom Pope John Paul wrote giving for-
mal recognition in August 1990.

The pope said he was impressed by what he saw of
the movement’s work in the parishes of Rome and
elsewhere in his world travels. He calls it “Catholic for-
mation valid for our society and our times.”

It models the early Church method of entry in which
the candidate made a journey of formation by listening
to the Word.

The movement today exists in more than 600 dioce-
ses, in 86 countries, in 3000 parishes with some 10,000
communities.

The first Redemptoris Mater seminary opened in
Rome in 1987. Today there are 13 in Europe, one in
North America, five in South America and four in Asia,
with the latest in Perth.






